Theme Speeches
If you want to be able to get the most out of your Competent Communication manual or your advance manuals, and not hit that wall of:  “I don’t have a clue what I am going to do for my next speech”.  Try theme speech planning.  It is a practical approach for preparing your speeches as well as to help you keep your speaking momentum.  The more you speak, the better speaker you become.  

1. What is theme speech planning? 
You start by identifying what you what to do your ten speeches on.  Theme speeches can be recurring view points, ideas, principals, personal interests, scientific issues, objects, history stories, or school course subjects, etc.  Such as I decided to do my theme speeches on biographies, because I like stories about people.  Think about what your interests are and how to share it as theme.  For instance, you might like music, your first speech may be on how music affects you.  The next speech may be on how music came about, the next speech might be on how different musicians use music, and so on.  Once you’ve completed all 9 projects with your related topics, take the key points and incorporate them into your 10th speech.
 
2. How can you prepare to do theme speeches? 
You can prepare all ten speeches at one time or you can prepare two at a time.  I would suggest that you prepare at least two speeches.  That way you always have a pocket speech prepared just in case you are called on to be a speaker.  To make this task simpler, use the following as resources to find your own themes: 

· Internet

· College Course Books

· Self Help Books 

· Books on Tape

· Newspapers 

· Magazines (such as health, medical, etc.)

· Biographies

· Kids

· Parents

· Co-workers 

· Holidays 

3. How much of my time does theme speech planning require?
It’s really up to you.  It can take as little as 30 minutes or more.  It depends on what materials you choose to use, and how concise or lengthy the materials.  Most of your time is spent in the first part of preparation, which is identifying what resource to use.  Then you want to organize your speeches according to each project.  


You have just created:

· More practice time

· Eliminated a stumbling block  
· Build familiarity with a topic  
· Continued your speaking momentum


Have fun with theme speech planning!


